
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – September 23, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Moscatelli.  After the 

Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

announced that Commissioner Kasko would be late as he was at the Tatem Back to 

School night. 

 

Commissioner Rochford presented the Idle Free proclamation to Val Kaselaan of 

Sustainable Haddonfield.  Residents were reminded to turn their cars off when stopped for 

a period of time.  Commissioner Rochford stated that the Borough is having signs put up 

near the school regarding no idling.  Julie Beddingfield, co-chairperson of Sustainable 

Haddonfield joined the meeting and announced that an outreach program will be done 

on this issue in October. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli announced the Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month 

proclamation and the Walk to School proclamation, the recipients for which are both also 

at the Tatem Back to School night. 

 

Ordinance 2014-16 was then introduced for second reading, which amends Ordinance 

2014-08 previously adopted to amend the Historic District Ordinance.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli opened the public hearing and explained that the changes in this ordinance 

are technical errors and changes only.  As there were no questions asked Commissioner 

Moscatelli made a motion to close the public hear and adopt the ordinance.  

Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2014-17 was introduced for second reading, which amends Chapter 135 

entitled Land Development for various items.  Commissioner Moscatelli opened the public 

hearing and explained the various changes being made: 1) that home buyers must be 

notified at the time of sale if the home they are purchasing is in the historic District, 2) new 

procedures for the Shade Tree Commission (STC) and adds this board to the checklist 

when work is done at a property, and 3) compensatory tree planting issues are addressed. 

 

Kirk Peterson, Lakeview Avenue, thanked the Commissioners for adopting this ordinance 

and commented that it is a great thing to replenish the trees that are removed on a 

property under construction. 

 

As there were no further questions Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion close the 

public hearing and to adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

Resolution 2014-09-23-158 was then introduced, which authorizes the payment of 

vouchers.  Mr. Peterson, in reference to check number 29988 to Mason, Griffin & Pierson, 

inquired as to when the settlement for the purchase of 65 Haddon Avenue would be held.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it is scheduled for this coming Friday.  Mr. Peterson 

then commented that he hoped people would be able to go onto the back portion of 

the property once the Borough has purchased it.  As there were no further questions the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously to approve the 

following resolutions when there were no questions asked: 

 

2014-09-23-159 Authorization to Cancel Water & Sewer Charges  

2014-09-23-160 Auth. to Approve General Event Permit App. – Haddonfield Crew Club 

2014-09-23-161 Auth. Extend Contract for Deer Carcass Removal Through County Bid 

 

After Resolution 2014-09-23-162 was introduced, which authorized the amendment to the 

Fall Festival resolution, Mr. Peterson asked if the group making the scarecrows was going to 

be allowed space again and where they would be.  He noted that year’s ago they were 

allowed space in Kings Court and they did not clean up after themselves.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that we do not know whether or not they will be participating, but 

noted that they had cleaned up after themselves last year.  As there were no further 

questions, the Commissioner voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously to approve the 

following resolutions when there were no questions asked: 

 

2014-09-23-163 Authorization to Amend the Authorization to advertise for sealed bids for 

the Library Renovations/Addition Project 



 

Commissioner Moscatelli then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Mr. Peterson stated that he has seen kids bicycling on Lincoln Avenue and not obeying 

the traffic signs like they should.  He suggested that a Police Officer give talks at the 

schools to remind everyone about bike safety.  Additionally he stated that there is a block 

on Chestnut Street that is very dark.  A light should be added to pole number 60895 in that 

block. 

 

Anthony Errichetto, Hillside Lane, stated that the traffic on Grove Street and in the 

Farwood area is not observing traffic signs and speed signs.  There is parking on both sides 

of the street on Hillside and it is dangerous.  He feels that nothing is being enforced.  The 

Police Chief replied that residents should not hesitate to contact Police Dispatch at 429-

3000 to find out if a particular car parked on the street in permitted to be there.  He then 

referenced the Borough Code and how overnight parking when guests are spending the 

night is handled.  Commissioner Rochford also suggested that patrols could be picked up 

in that area.  As for people running stop signs, the Police Chief stated that tickets have 

been issued lately in that area for this offense. 

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, stated that during the recent Grove Street road work she 

had three separate instances at her property – the ambulance for her mother could not 

find their way to her house, a doctor coming to see her mother could not find her house, 

and there were issues when the water main broke and she had no water.  Due to these 

issues she received a phone call from Mr. Steve Fini from Remington & Vernick, who gave 

her the impression that these issues were her fault.  She then spoke about the detour 

signage issues during the construction, or lack thereof.  Additionally, there were safety 

issues with children climbing on the work equipment that we left unprotected during the 

construction.  At one point someone even turned off the water pump on the site.  Mr. Fini 

denied that any of these things occurred.  Ms. Melzi then spoke in more detail with regards 

to the incident when her mother needed an ambulance and it took more than 5 minutes 

for them to show up.  The Police Officer who had responded received a text from the EMTs 

asking how to get to the house.  She then spoke about when the police had to bring 

water to her home because the water main had broken and she had no water.  She 

expressed her concerns that there are no emergency provisions.  It is the responsibility of 

the Borough to have appropriate detour signage out during construction.  Another 

example Ms. Melzi provided was that an elderly neighbor, whose pharmacy delivers their 

medications, had to go out when they were sick to get the medications because the 

pharmacy couldn’t find their home with the detours signs provided.  She stated that the 

Borough has a responsibility to the elderly and sick in this town and finished by stating that 

she was very upset that plans were not provided to the construction company showing 

where all the pipers were for the area they were digging in.  The Borough needs to be 

more diligent.  She has tried to call the Borough Administrator, but does not receive return 

calls from her.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that we will look into these issues.  Ms. Melzi 

then stated that the Senior Citizen Advisory Board needs to get more on top of things – 

they need to deal with the disabled and sick.  Additionally, you need to provide 

emergency services when needed and suggested that residents be able to sign up for the 

types of services needed by these groups of residents in emergencies.  Commissioner 

Rochford replied that we would look into these requests.  Commissioner Moscatelli also 

stated that once the new Senior Citizen Board of Trustees had been appointed we will 

have them look into this issue. 

 

Walter Weidenbacher, Centre Street, with regards to the water utility referendum, asked if 

he was to assume that the Commissioners were in favor of this sale due to the retched 

condition of the infrastructure.  Commissioner Rochford replied that there are many 

concerns about the infrastructure.  He then commented that there was also the chance 

that the State’s environmental regulations could change, they could become more 

stringent.  Therefore, it makes sense to have NJ American Water responsible for the system 

so that we don’t have to deal with these regulations. 

 

Commissioner Kasko joined the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher asked if the main reason for selling the water system was the condition 

of the infrastructure.  If the infrastructure was up to date and things were difference, would 

the Commissioners still be interested in the sale.  Commissioner Rochford replied that he 

would have to look at all of the circumstances to make that decision.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that it is a driving force, but as the only reason to sell it would not be 

compelling enough.  Although, if everything was in good shape then the decision would 

certainly be less clear.  The question is how much liability the residents can be asked to 

take on.  Mr. Weidenbacher asked again if the infrastructure was in good shape would 

you sell.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that we would have to go out to bid so see if it 

was worth doing so.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he would have to know if it was 



financial smart, or operationally smart to do so.  He does like the idea of taking the 

responsibility for such a system out of the hands of the politicians.  He feels that NJ 

American Water can manage this system at a fairer rate.  Again, Mr. Weidenbacher asked 

if the Commissioners would sell the system if the infrastructure was in good shape.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that it would depends upon the circumstances.  There are 

many factors involved in this decision.  He did note that we are already surrounded by NJ 

American Water, so it would make sense. 

 

Mr. Errichetto asked what NJ American Water has to gain by purchasing the system if it is 

so bad.  Where would they be making their money on this system?  He finished by stating 

that he would prefer to keep it in town.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied by stating that he 

understands the concerns about the rates.  He then talked about the process that NJ 

American Water would have to go through with the BPU to make any changes to their 

rates.  He noted that the last time they asked the BPU for an increase in the rates it was for 

a 15% increase, but the BPU only granted a 4.8% increase.  Whereas, we only need to 

affirmative votes to increase your rates.  He asked which system gives the residents more 

protection.  We need to look the economies of scale – the Borough would have to pay 

money to maintain a system, which NJ American Water does not need; i.e. wells, 

standpipe, etc.  He further stated that the Borough’s rates will be higher for the next 20-25 

years.  Additionally, if there are any unexpected problems that crop up we will have to 

charge even higher rates so that we can invest the necessary money.  He finished by 

noting that he has heard from people who want the system kept locally. 

 

Peggy McCann, Ellis Street, brought up a problem with the retaining wall at her property 

that was damaged by a neighbor’s tree.  She stated that she has contacted the Borough 

about this issue, but has received no response.  The Borough obtained easements from 

everyone on this street to put the retaining wall in, so this is the Borough’s issue.  She has 

heard from no one with a plan to fix this damage.  She talked further about the safety 

issues involved and stated that she wants a concrete answer on this.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that as the damage was caused by the neighbor’s tree, it should be 

covered under their homeowner’s insurance.  Initially there were discussions as to whether 

or not the installation of the retaining wall damaged the tree, but we do not believe this to 

be the case.  She finished by stating that we are continuing to look into this issue, as well as 

getting repair costs, while also trying to determine who the responsible party is.  

Commissioner Kasko asked if this could be determined within the next two weeks.  The 

Administrator replied that it would probably take three weeks before any work could be 

started.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that we understand the homeowner’s frustration 

and we are working on solving this issue. 

 

Such Hoch, Coles Mill Road, asked for clarification on what is meant by “rate” when it is 

looked at by the BPU; rate per gallon, service charges, insurance?  Do all of these items 

have to be approved by the BPU?  Commissioner Moscatelli replied affirmatively.  

Although, insurance may be optional.  He will confirm this information.  Commissioner 

Kasko pointed out that they are more regulated than the Borough.  The Borough Solicitor 

stated that the insurance rates have to be approved by the State.  Ms. Hoch asked why 

not lease the system or hire a professional management group.  Why wait until after the 

referendum loses to look into these options?  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that any 

other options may have some benefit to operating costs, but not for the capital costs.  He 

stated that a management professional will recoup their expenses before the end of the 

contract.  He commented on the potential environmental expenses if we would have to 

treat the system for a specific type of infestation or issue; i.e. algae bloom.  He finished by 

stating that NJ American Water has deeper pockets for such issues.  Ms. Hoch then 

commented that there have been no Transportation and Public Safety (TAPS) meetings 

lately and asked Commissioner Rochford if this true.  Commissioner Rochford replied that it 

has been felt that we were not getting enough positive feedback out of this group.  

Therefore, it is not currently on the schedule.  He is currently looking at reconfiguring the 

group to make it more streamlined.  Ms. Hoch stated that she felt they had been helpful 

and provided various topics which they had reviewed over the last few years.  She feels 

that Commissioner Rochford has made a unilateral decision about this group and stated 

that it is not right.  She then asked how long he plans on taking to look into this.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that it will be done over the next few months.  

Commissioner Kasko pointed out that this group was only an advisory one to the 

Commissioners. 

 

Ms. Melzi stated that she does not have a problem with TAPS.  She noted that she had 

talked to the County Engineer and Public Work Manager, who told her that the issues she 

has mentioned with the Grove Street work had been brought to TAPS, but they had “no 

teeth” to deal with the issues.  She did not understand why they went to TAPS rather than 

to the Commissioners.  On a different note she stated that both the Construction Code 

Official and the Borough Clerk have always been helpful and returned phone calls to her.  

She then asked if the Commissioner were going to publish who is responsible for what in 



the way of terms and conditions for the sale of the utility.  For example, who is responsible 

for the fire hydrants if the system is sold?  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that NJ 

American Water is responsible for the hydrants.  Ms. Melzi stated that she wants a 

guarantee that the money received from the sale is going to be used to pay off the debt 

of the utility, with the remaining money used for the Borough’s debt.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that this amount of money covers about 70% of the total debt.  He stated that he 

cannot speak for future Commissioners on how they may deal with this money.  It can be 

used to free up money from the current debt service for other costs.  Ms. Melzi then stated 

that there is no guarantee that future Commissioners can’t take this money and do foolish 

things.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the $28.5 million will be used to pay debt and will 

lessen the debt service payment.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that by State Statute 

the first thing we have to do is pay off any utility debt and the remaining money would 

have to be used to municipal debt.  Whether or not it sells does not change how we get 

any other capital work done.  Ms. Melzi then stated that her family has been paying takes 

in town since 1955, but yet we still have terracotta pipes in the streets and asked why.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that taxes were not used for this type of work, and cannot 

be.  The problem was that services fees were not collected and rates not adjusted to 

adequately maintain the system.  Commissioner Kasko explained that the utility is a self-

liquidating fund, which means there are no profits.  Ms. Melzi finished by stating that the 

residents were doing what they should have done by paying their bills and now we find 

out that the Commissioners didn’t do what they should have with the funds.  Commissioner 

Kasko stated that this implies that the money was squandered.  This system is highly 

regulated and there are audits conducted annually.  It is a simple matter to find out where 

the money was spent. 

 

Mr. Peterson commented that a new Public Works Superintendent has been hired.  He 

then asked if the over mulching of public properties had been addressed with this person.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it has already been discussed.  Mr. Peterson then 

noted that the contract to repair the pot holes had not been started and reviewed a 

number of locations that needed to be addressed.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

the contractor for this work will be starting the work shortly.  Mr. Peterson then talked about 

the streambed near Mourtwell Park and how there is water ponding in areas because it is 

blocked.  This could cause a mosquito problem and needs to be addressed.  

Commissioner Moscatelli thanked Mr. Peterson for his comments. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher asked for confirmation that not enough was charged in rates to cover 

the improvements needed on the infrastructure.  Commissioner Kasko replied affirmatively.  

Mr. Weidenbacher then stated that the current state of the infrastructure is therefore the 

fault of previous Commissioners. 

 

Mary Fagan, Merion Avenue, asked about the status of posting agendas and minutes for 

the Zoning Board and Planning Board meetings.  Commissioner Rochford replied that this 

be being worked on.  The Borough Administrator reviewed that list of minutes that have 

been posted recently for these boards.  Commissioner Rochford also noted that the office 

responsible for these items has new staff to help handle this issue.  Additionally, since these 

boards meet only once per month more than two weeks is needed to get approved 

minutes posted.  The Borough Solicitor concurred with that statement, and further 

commented that if a resident were to ask for a set of minutes that were not completed 

the Borough typically will try to expedite the completion of those minutes.  In reference to 

the posting of the agendas for these boards, the Administrator replied that once the 

agenda packets have been delivered to the members the Friday before the meeting the 

agenda is then posted online. 

 

Ms. Melzi commented on the fact that the Haddonfield Neighbors Association, specifically 

Ms. Shay, has been working on this issue for two years.  There is still more work that is 

needed on these minutes. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that there will be public meetings regarding the Water & 

Wastewater Utility sale on Wednesday, September 24th at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 

11th, Monday at 9:00 a.m., October 13th at 7:00 p.m.  Additionally, the Police Department is 

conducting a drug drop off program on Saturday, September 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m.  Then on Saturday, October 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. is the Borough’s annual 

shredding event. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 



Borough Clerk 

 


